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SUBJECT: UDEL ELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP 

1 . THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OE THE UNION OE DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION 
(UDEL), THE COALITION OF DIVERSE OPPOSITIONIST POLITICAL PARTIES 

AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, MET DEC 12 AND ELECTED AS ITS NEW PRESIDENT 
RAEAEL CORDOVA RIVAS, OE THE CONSERVATIVE SECTOR IN UDEL AND A 
CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF OUTGOING UDEL PRESIDENT PEDRO J. CHAMORRO. 
CORDOVA WAS ELECTED BY UNANIMITY ON THE THIRD BALLOT. THE LOSING 
CANDIDATE, RODOLEO ROBELO, OE THE INDEPENDENT LIBERAL PARTY (PLI), 

WAS ELECTED SECRETARY-GENERAL, REPLACING EDGARD MACIAS. THE NEWLY 
ELECTED OFEICERS WILL BE INAUGURATED AT A MEETING IN MATAGALPA DEC 
18. 

2. BIO DATA ON CORDOVA RIVAS. RAFAEL CORDOVA RIVAS WAS REPORTEDLY 
BORN IN SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA, OE A HONDURAN EATHER, BUT HAS LIVED 
MOST OE HIS LIEE IN NICARAGUA. HE HAS A LAW DEGREE EROM THE NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY AT LEON. CORDOVA HAS BEEN ACTIVIE IN THE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY SINCE THE 1940'S. HE WAS ELECTED CONSERVATIVE PARTY TECHNICAL 
ADVISER OE POLITICAL LAW IN 1960, AND A MEMBER OE THE MANAGUA 
DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE OE THE TRADITIONALIST CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
(PCT) IN 1966. THROUGHOUT THE LATE 1960'S CORDOVA WAS ALLIED WITH 
THE P.J. CHAMORRO WING OF THE PCT, WHICH WAS BITTERLY OPPOSED TO 
THE AGUERO EACTION. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY FILES HE USED TO VISIT 
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THE EMBASSY AS CHAMORRO'S REPRESENTATIVE. IN 1970 CORDOVA EMERGED 
AS A MEMBER OE THE NATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF ACCION NACIONAL CONSER- 
VADORA (ANC), A GROUP ORGANIZED BY P.J. CHAMORRO TO OPPOSE THE 
AGUERO-CONTROLLED CONSERVATIVE PARTY. ANC HAS BEEN PART OP UDEL 
SINCE IT WAS PORMED IN 1974. 

3. CORDOVA WAS ONE OP THE 21 LAWYERS WHO OPPERED THEIR LEGAL SERVICES 
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FREE OE CHARGE TO THE CAPTURED PARTICIPANTS IN THE 1959 INVASION OE 
NICARAGUA WHEN THEY WERE TRIED BY COURTS-MARTIAL. HE CHALLENGED THE 
VALIDIT OF THE COURT MARTIAL PROCEEDINGS AND THE CHARGES AND WITH- 
DREW FROM THE CASES WHEN THEY WERE SUSTAINED BY THE JUDICIARY. 

CORDOVA WAS PRESIDENT OF THE NICARAGUAN BAR ASSOCIATION IN 1965. HE 
WAS DEEENSE ATTORNEY EOR SANDINISTA DEEENDANTS IN THE ESLN TIRIALS 
THAT CAME TO AN END IN EARLY 1977. CORDOVA MOST RECENTLY WAS OE- 
EERED APPOINTMENT TO THE ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL BY THE OFFICIALLY 
RECOGNIZED CONSERVATIVE PARTY (PCN) BUT TURNED IT DOWN. 

4. BIO DATA ON ROBELO. RODOLEO ROBELO HERRERA HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF THE ANTI-SOMOZA INDEPENDENT LIBERAL 
PARTY (PLI) SINCE 1968. HE WAS SECRETARY-GENERAL OE THE INDEPENDENT 
LIBERAL YOUTH (JLI), THE YOUTH ARM OE THE PLI, IN 1965. ACCORDING 

TO AN EMBASSY REPORT OP 1969 ROBELO HAS STATED THAT ALTHOUGH HE 
RELIEVES IN THE SOCIALIZATION OP THE MEANS OP PRODUCTION IN NICA- 
RAGUA HE ALSO BELIEVES IN PREE ELECTIONS AND A PLURALITY OP PARTIES. 

HE PREVIOUSLY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS CRITICAL OF US BUT NOT INTENSELY 
SO. HE WAS BORN IN LEON, DATE UNKNOWN, AND HAS A LAW DEGREE PROM THE 
NICARAGUAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY AT LEON. 

5. COMMENT: THE ELECTION OP CORDOVA RIVAS AS PRESIDENT OP UDEL WAS 
A SECOND-BEST CHOICE EOR CHAMORRO, WHO HAD CLEARLY WISHED TO BE 
SUCCEEDED IN THE PRESIDENCY OP THE ORGANIZATION BY RAMIRO SACASA, 

THE ONLY MAN IN UDEL OTHER THAN HIMSELP WITH A NATIONAL REPUTATION. 
SACASA, HOWEVER, PREFERRED TO KEEP HIS OPTIONS OPEN, POSSIBLY WITH 
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AN EYE TO BECOMING AN OPPOSITION UNITY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN 
1981, AND REMOVED HIMSELP PROM CONSIDERATION. ANOTHER POSSIBLE 
CANDIDACY, EDMUNDO JARQUIN, UDEL'S SECRETARY OP COMMUNICATIONS, 

WHOM CHAMORRO REGARDS AS HIS POLITICAL HEIR, DID NOT MATERIALIZE 
PROBABLY BECAUSE HE DOES NOT BELONG TO ANY OP THE NINE ORGANIZATIONS 
WHICH COMPRISE UDEL AND THE STATUTES OP UDEL REQUIRE THAT THE 
PRESIDENT BE A MEMBER OP ONE OP THESE ORGANIZATIONS. CORDOVA HAD THE 
ADVANTAGES OP CLOSENESS TO CHAMORRO, EXTENSIVE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE, 

A REPUTATION EOR HONESTY, THE BACKING OF THE SACASISTAS AND SOME 
RECOGNITION EOR HIS DEFENSE OP ESLN MEMBERS. THE ELECTION OP CORDOVA 
SHOULD NOT CHANGE THE POWER BALANCE WITHIN UDEL. CHAMORRO AND SACASA 
SHOULD REMAIN UDEL'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS PIGURES, AND THE COMMUNISTS 
WILL LIKELY CONTINUE TO RETAIN A LOW PROFILE. 
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